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Engagement 


Volunteering 


NECC students are offered the 
opportunity cleaning up Whitti- 
er’s Birthplace on April 12 from 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sign up in C314B of Haver- 
hill’s Spurk Building before April 
4 if interested. 

Questions? Contact Professor 
Gagne at igagne@necc.mass.edu. 


Student Forum held 
on Haverhill 


Campus 

A student forum was held by 
Vice President Bill Heineman on 
Monday, March 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
in Lecture Hall A of the Spurk 
Building on Haverhill Campus. 

Light refreshments were 
served and students were al- 
lowed to direct questions towards 
Heineman. : 


Apply for a general 
or transfer 
scholarhip 


The scholarship deadline is 
fast approaching. The deadline is 
April 3. 

The scholarships are available 
in the student email or in an- 
nouncements posted on student 
accounts.Do not forget to careful- 

ly read the requirements of each 
scholarship. 


Diversity and 
Inclusion Workshops 
Continue 


A series of Diversity and In- 
clusion workshops was held on 
Tuesday, March 4 from 12 p.m. to 
1 p.m. in Lecure Hall A of Haver- 
hill’s Spurk Building. 

The topic of the workshop 
was “Introduction to Age Based 
Opression” or ageism. 


Knights fall in 
Region XXI Play-In 


Game at Bristol 
The NECC men’s basketball 
team lost their final game of the 
season, as they traveled to Bristol 
- Community College for the Re- 
gion XXI Play-In game. 


Continued on page 10 


CSSLA at NECC 
leadership meet 


Community colleges 
sent student leaders 
to NECC 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 


On Feb. 28, NECC hosted 
the Community College Student 
Leadership Association Drive-In. 

The CCSLA conference, 
which took place at the David 
Hartleb Technology Center, is a 
conference where student leaders 
from community colleges across 
New England come together to 
take part in workshops, listen to 
motivational speakers, network 
and do work for the community. 

NECC President Lane Glenn 
was the introductory speaker. He 
spoke to students, asking why 
they want to be leaders. Some 
examples students gave were, 
“To make a difference” and “to 
support those who can’t speak for 
themselves.” 

Donna Passamato, a member 
of the NECC Student Senate, 
said, “To strive for your best.” 

The conference committee 
also brought in Ethan F. Becker 
to be the keynote speaker. Beck- 
er is the president of The Speech 
Improvement Company, Inc. 

Becker started off with “What 
is communication?” Communi- 
cation is taking one’s thoughts 
and transmitting them, so others 
can understand them. Becker 


said, when communicating, “It’s 
not about you. It is about the oth- 
er person you are communicating 
with.” 

Becker next spoke on induc- 
tive and deductive speaking. In- 
ductive speaking is giving infor- 
mation that may or may not have 
to do with the point of the conver- 
sation, and then get to the point 
at the end. A deductive speaker 
starts with the point and then any 
information that they find import- 
ant. 

Becker then went into the six 
guidelines of communicating. He 
says that they are, “Get ready to 
listen, pay attention, control bias, 
separate fact from feelings, pick 
up cue words, and paraphrase.” 
According to Becker, these six 
guidelines will help people to be 
better communicators. 

He went into interview tech- 
niques on how to sell yourself to 
potential employers. “Remember 
the three elements of interviews, 
which are: the people, the place, 
and the time.” 

The time may come into play. 
The interviewer may not have 
much time and the interview may 
be rushed or may take even lon- 
ger than thought. 

The interviewee may have to 
adjust to all these three elements 
said Becker. Becker said to re- 
member if time starts getting a 
person frustrated to try and re- 
main calm. 


Continued on page 4 


Study Abroad 


NECC holds study 
abroad luncheon on 
Feb. 28 


By Farru GREGORY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
NECC has connected with 
Bath Spa University, in the city of 
Bath, England, to provide NECC 
students with the opportunity to 
pursue their Liberal Arts. edu- 
cation on a UNESCO historical 
campus. 

Bath Spa was founded in 
1852 and contains four separate 
schools: the School of Society, 
Enterprise and Environment; 
the Bath School of Art and De- 
sign; the School of Humanities 
and Cultural Industries; and the 
School of Music and Performing 
Arts. 

The total estimated cost of a 


semester at Bath Spa would be 
just over 16 thousand USD. The 
credits earned at Bath Spa would 
transfer to your degree at NECC. 

An articulation agreement, 
similar to the agreement forged 
with UMASS Amherst and Low- 
ell, between Bath Spa and NECC 
is being arranged so that students 
have the option to transfer from 
NECC to Bath Spa to complete 
their bachelor’s degree. 

Jeremy White, International 
Relations Coordinator for Bath 
Spa University, spoke to NECC 
students who attended the Liberal 
Arts meetup in TC103 on Haver- 
hill campus Feb. 28 from noon to 
1 p.m. 

Students interested in this op- 
portunity should contact Marcy 
Yeager, NECC’s International 
Studies Coordinator, at 

myeager@necc.mass.edu. 


iNorthem Essex 
Community Cotiege 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
The Technology Center played host to the spring CCSLA 
conference on Feb. 28. 
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Discussing NECC’s school spirit 


It’s about that time when the 
elephant in the room, after con- 
siderable avoidance, must be 
addressed, regardless of over- 
whelming objection and fear. 
We’re talking about NECC’s 
school spirit. 

Firstly, what is even NECC’s 
school spirit? Our spirit, as de- 
fined by the members of the 
NECC community, is based on 
the belief that success and hap- 
viness isn’t esoteric. It’s not 
something afforded only to those 
whose families make more than 
$100,000 a year. 

Or who belong to a special 
race or group. Or tribe. Here at 
NECC, we believe that anyone 
has the right to the aforemen- 
dioned perks that come with an 
affordable, quality education, in 
spite of their background. 

Admittedly, we don’t have a 
iot of things that colleges with a 
pronounced school spirit have: 
yaging parties that end either 
when the sun rises or when police 
arrive; an affluent, dependable 
college sports fan base, whose pi- 
yus dedication often drives them 
to go the extra, way down where 
you do you think you’re going 
mile to support the team; ques- 
donable yet totally normal tradi- 


tions and rituals, which usually 
end and begin on a very profound 
or strange note. 

Nevertheless, it’s there. It’s 
part of not only the college’s 
identity, but sometimes their his- 
tory as well. It’s why certain stu- 
dents go to certain colleges, and 
why they avoid others. Whether 
the members of the college agree 
with it or not, they acknowledge 
that their school spirit is what 
makes them different from other 
colleges, be it in a cool or unusual 
way. 

So we're not the biggest 
school, okay. We may not even 
be the first place prospective stu- 
dents consider coming to. Our 
mascot may not dress in a neon 
leotard, and our food and books 
could be a little bit more consid- 
erate of our wallets and purses. 

In spite of all this, however, 
it stands that although NECC’s 
spirit may not be conspicuous, 
it certainly is there. It can be as 
simple or as outrageous as we 
want it to be. After all, this is our 
college. And like a timid child, it 
doesn’t need much. All it needs is 
the members of its community to 
acknowledge it, and to give it the 
proper attention it deserves. 
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Opinion 


Trapped in technology | NECC dating 


Today s generation 
is addicted to 
technology 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Imagine not having your cell 
phone, laptop or iPad anymore. 

Just a few years ago, cell 
phones couldn’t do nearly as 
much as they can now. This gen- 
eration is so obsessed with new 
technology, I don’t think that 


have, but I believe that technol- 
ogy has taken over. My younger 
sister, who is 14, has recently 
purchased her very own iPad. 
Since she has gotten her iPad she 
is glued to it. Rarely ever does it 
leave her side -- the only time it 
does it when she has to charge the 
devices 

I think back to when I was my 
sister’s age and how all I had was 
the outdoors and my toys. The 
only piece of technology I had 
that I barely used was my Nin- 


Pac ass 


I honestly don’t think I could last without 
technology for a day. 


——————————— 8 8- 


many of us would be able to last 
back then. 


Children today rely 
on technology for 
studies, recreation 
and everything in 
between 


These new technologies are 
nice and they are a privilege to 


_ WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


tendo. 

It’s not just my sister I see this 
happening to. I see it with chil- 
dren as young as 3. For example, 
the children I babysit. They have 
these leap frog that they play with 
when I’m over, it’s like they don’t 
even know I’m there. 

I’m not an angel here. Some- 
times I’m addicted to my phone. 
When I was younger I had a flip 
phone and once I got to high 
school, and now and college, I 
got an iPhone and I love it. I hon- 


estly don’t think I could last with- | /5 dating on Campus 


out technology for a day. 
New television 


program illustrates 
difficulty leaving 
technology 


I took it to the test and at- 
tempted to give it a try. The first 
few hours were easy. I napped for 
most of it and read some maga- 
zines. 

But then boredom struck. 
About halfway into the day, I 
caved. I turned the TV and start- 
ed watching because I had never 
been so bored. 

The new show Opposite 
Worlds on SyFy is really a true 
eye opener to the past and the 
future. It’s where the Flintstones 
and the Jetsons collide, and the 
true test of time and survival is 
put to the test. 

It’s one house, two different 
worlds. On one side is the future 
were the amount of technology 
is incredible, while on the other 
is the primitive past. No heat, no 
shower, no phones, nothing. 

The show is a testament of the 
past to the future how much tech- 
nology has changed our world. 
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a viable romantic 
option at NECC? 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

For those who recall, and for 
the many that don’t (all forgiv- 
en), The Observer used to have 
a section near the back of the 
newspaper titled, “Love, Lust and 
Relationships.” Conceived Feb. 
11, 2011, the section, now long 
forgotten, was dedicated to offer- 
ing advice about romance, albeit 
often biasedly, as rightfully so 
considering it’s a sensitive topic. 
Open to questions, confessions 
and relationship troubles, the sec- 
tion encouraged anyone with a 
broken heart or dating issues to 
email The Observer. 

Three years after the tragic yet 
expected death of “Love, Lust 
and Relationships,” we find our- 
selves in a bit of a peculiar situ- 
ation, begging the question, what 
is the dating scene like now at 
NECC, if there was ever one to 
begin with? 

Compared to other schools, 
unarguably, it isn’t the greatest, 
or the most prominent for that 
matter, of colleges. And for two 
reasons specifically: 1) we’re a 
commuter-school 2) study dates 
have fallen out of fashion (Total 
bummer, I know). 

Plus, social media hasn’t made 
it any easier. Texts have replaced 
human conversations; Facebook 
has granted the whimsical and 
evil the ability to establish ficti- 
tious relationships online. 

Not to mention you have the 
option now of poking the hell out 
of someone, which I’m totally 
calling tomorrow’s inescapable 
form of sexual harassment. 


A lot has changed since the 
creation of the Internet. Whether 
it’s been for the better or worse is 
an entirely different question for 
which I plead the fifth. 

But really, what’s dating like 
at NECC? Is it easy? Is it stress- 
ful? Is it completely normal? Do 
you find yourself constantly play- 
ing cat and mouse with someone 
whom you think likes you? 

Are you prone to sexual or ro- 
mantic encounters, so much so, 
that you constantly look for it ev- 
erywhere your eyes take you? 

Who knows, maybe you’re 
that couple everyone envies, the 
two that laugh at everything si- 
multaneously yet share differ- 
ent beliefs about who should be 
on top and when. Regardless, 
you should consider where you 
stand in dating, and examine your 
strengths and weaknesses, so that 
when you put yourself out there, 
you’re hitting nothing but net. 

At the same time, however, 
dating can be awkward. Can you 
imagine being stuck in a class- 
room with someone whom you 
rejected, or rejected you? Or 
running into that unmentionable 
person you’ve prayed to Jesus to 
block from your line of sight? 

Although there’s no guaran- 
teed way to avoid the messy is- 
sues dating can bring, you can 
find solace in knowing that it will 
eventually pass, and a new day 
will come. 

Dating doesn’t have to be 
complicated, and it doesn’t have 
to always include “I love you” or 
“come over, So we can just watch 
a movie.” Make it simple by be- 
ing honest with your intentions, 
uncomplicated with communica- 
tion, and romantic with as many 
crazy thoughts as she or he will 
allow without issuing a restrain- 
ing order. 


The Student Center 
Bookstore: thoughts 


NECC Ss new 
bookstore impresses 


early on 
By Marr Gincras 
Editor-In-Chief 

Before the fall semester start- 
ed, we were told there would be 
a new bookstore on the second 
floor of the Behrakis Center. 

After an entire semester came 
and went -- and another month of 
the next semester -- NECC finally 
opened the doors to the new shop. 

I have to say, it’s pretty cool. 

The store is much more clean 
and spaced out than the older lo- 
cation. There are better food op- 
tions -- there’s more variety this 
time around. 

NexDine still offers some of 
their food options in the coolers, 
but there’s a bigger selection of 
grab and go food, such as Clif 
Bars and other protein bars. 

The coolest thing I’ve seen 
in “there is the milkshake ma- 
chine. At a meeting on campus, 
four of the people in attendance 
all brought milkshakes they had 


purchased from the new location. 
Clearly it’s been a favorite among 
students. 

The apparel section of the shop 
still leaves a little to be desired. 
However, that’s not unexpected. 

As more and more people see 
the updated facilities, hopefully 
Follett gets more NECC mer- 
chandise. It would be cool to see 
some Knights apparel in there, 
because I don’t think many peo- 
ple even know we have a mascot. 

I have still yet to buy a text- 
book from the new location, but 
if it’s anything like the old, it 
should be quick and painless to at 
least find the book. Paying for it, 
however, is a different story. 

Another feature I liked is 
there are more “fun” books in the 
bookstore. They have a section 
for best sellers in there, which is 
a welcome sight after seeing lit- 
erature anthologies for two years. 

Overall, I think Follett and 
NECC did a great job with the 
new facility. It’s still early, but 
if they can keep it up, only good 
things can come of it. 
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Former NECC student makes strides 


Joseiry Santos 
determined to make 
a name for herself in 
life after NECC 

By NECC Newsroom 


Joseiry Santos isn’t afraid 
of hard work. And that quality 
should serve her well at UMass 
Lowell, where she transferred 
last fall after earning her Asso- 
ciate Degree in Criminal Justice 
and a Law Enforcement Certifi- 
cate with honors from Northern 
Essex last spring. 

This ambitious 25-year-old 
has a motto — “Hard doesn’t 
mean you cannot do it” — and 
she lives it daily. 

Raised in the Dominican Re- 
public, she enrolled in Northern 
Essex’s English as a Second Lan- 
guage (ESL) Program in 2008. 
After improving her English 


skills, she selected the Criminal 
Justice Program, based on her in- 
terest in the field. 

An internship in the Lawrence 
Probation Department confirmed 
that she had made the right career 
choice—‘“I loved it,” she says— 
and she made plans to transfer to 
UMass Lowell. 

Joseiry was accepted into 
UMass Lowell’s bachelor’s to 
master’s program, an accelerat- 
ed program which will lead to a 


value—based on her grade point 
average at Northern Essex. 

As a participant in the PACE 
Program, a federally-funded sup- 
port program for first generation 
and low income students, Joseiry 
received help with applying to 

UMass Lowell. “PACE staff 
helped me find the right college 
and apply,” said Joseiry. “They 
also scheduled visits to UMass 
Lowell and other four-year col- 
leges.” 


SS ey 


Hard doesn’t mean you cannot do it 
- Joseiry Santos 
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master’s in criminal justice. 

Her transfer to UMass Lowell 
was seamless, according to Jo- 
seiry, who qualified for free tui- 
tion at the university—a $1,500 


Joseiry admits it hasn’t been 
easy. On her own financially, she 
has worked full time through- 
out her education in a variety of 
entry-level jobs from fast-food 


cre. 


vo 
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Joseiry Santos transferred to the University of 
Massachusetts at Lowell following her time at NECC. 


manager to a sales clerk at an 
automotive store. “I have a goal 
that I really want to achieve and 
I’m going to keep going until the 


end,” she says. “Getting a college 
education is important to me and 
to my family.” 


Internship program at NECC 


Program gives 
NECC students job 


experlence 
By Erica CroTeau 
Correspondent 

As is the case with many jobs, 
it often helps to gain experience 
as early as possible. 

NECC is expanding the range 
of opportunities it offers to stu- 
dents. Several Communications 
and Business majors this semes- 
ter have joined internships with 
businesses in the Merrimack Val- 
ley area. 

Amy Callahan, coordinator 
of the Liberal Arts: Journalism/ 
Communication$ program, says 
eligible students should partici- 
pate in these internships in order 
to “Make contacts, create a net- 
work, and build confidence.” 

This is the first semester of 
NECC’s new internship program, 
and it’s an ongoing project. Stu- 
dents who are enrolled in journal- 
ism, communications or business 
programs can all start the appli- 
cation process and will all be 
considered for interviews they’re 
elligible. 

Students can now immerse 
themselves within a range of ca- 
reers in order to take their class- 


room skills out into the work- 
place. 

Students who are currently en- 
rolled in this program have been 
placed in internships at Kiss 108, 
The Eagle Tribune, WEEI, Coca 
Cola and Wicked Local. 

Ellen Grondine, Assistant Vice 
President of Planning and Strate- 
gic Initiatives, says, “The experi- 


Ellen Grondine says “[Stu- 
dents] are also given opportunity 
to earn as they learn.” Several of 
the internships are paid jobs, and 
guarantee 14 hours a week -- the 
weekly hours required for credit 
in the program. 

Molly Fitzgerald, a Commu- 
nications major, currently partic- 
ipates in this internship program 
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“[Students] are also given the opportunity 
to earn as they learn. 
- Ellen Grondine 
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ence provides a realistic view of 
the work environment and may 
also help students figure out what 
they don’t want to do -- which is 
equally important.” 

To apply, students must attend 
an informational session and in- 
terview with a potential employ- 
er. Accepted students register for 
the internship as a class, and all 
internship students meet regular- 
ly as a group, on top of their time 
at their workplaces. As a course, 
the internship program has a 
textbook, assigned readings, and 
homework. 


and says, “This internship has 
benefited me because it’s taught 
me the professionalism of the 
work environment.” 

This internship program can 
teach students skills and give 
them experiences they may not 
receive in the classroom. 

Interested students are expect- 
ed to attend one of two informa- 
tion sessions on Monday, March 
10, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., or Tuesday, 
March 11, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m., both 
located in room C-107 on the 
Haverhill campus. 


Continued from page | 

To avoid getting upset, Becker 
recommends the ABC standard: 
Attitude Becomes Comniunica- 
tion. 

Part of the self-selling in an 
interview that the interviewee 
would want to do is to, say a can 
do statement. This is an indica- 
tion that the interviewee can do 
the job. Next would be a benefit 
statement. 

This would be how the inter- 
viewee would benefit the com- 
pany. What is the experience the 
interviewee brings to the table? 
What is the interviewee’s work 
style and lastly an action state- 


ment. The action statement would 
be to find out the next steps in the 
interview process. 

The CCSLA Drive-In was 
also featured a lesson on dining 
etiquette hosted by Carin Zinter, 
from Holyoke Community Col- 
lege. 

Zinter went over different 
rules of dining etiquette, includ- 
ing proper utensil placement, 
rules for excusing yourself at a 
business dinner and what people 
should order during an interview 
that takes place over a meal. 

Finally, the conference ended 
with a civic engagement event. 
The student leaders made care 


packages for the children at 
Lawrence General Hospital. The 
care packages consisted of board 
games, balls, crayons and color- 
ing books, stuffed animals, and 
dolls as well as many more things 
that would make the sick children 
smile. 

The community colleges that 
traveled to be involved in the 
NECC-hosted event were Cape 
Cod Community College, Mass- 
Bay Community College, Quin- 
sigamond Community College, 
Holyoke Community College 
and NHTI, Concord’s Communi- 
ty College. 


March 5, 2014 * NECC Observer * Page £ 


Snow on ¢cars can be hazardous 


An ignored hazard 
by motorists could 
lead to a ticket or a 


costly accident 
By CuristiInA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 

After any sort of winter storm, 
drivers need to clean off the roof 
of their cars. If the buildup of 
snow or ice is not properly re- 


moved, it can become a serious 
hazard to other drivers. It’s also 
a traffic violation -- you can get a 
ticket for it. 

“Last year, on the way up to 
NECC in Haverhill, a sheet of 
ice and snow flew off this box 
truck and smashed onto my wind- 
shield,” said Criminal Justice stu- 
dent Cameron Hillner. 

He continued to describe the 
windshield as having a crack hor- 
izontally across. The incident 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


A motorist in Methuen, Mass. with snow on their car. 
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nearly caused him to spin out and 
cause a serious accident. 

“The guy didn’t even both- 
er to stop. He just sped up, as 
I’m swerving trying to see past 
the snow and the newly formed 
crack,” said Hillner 

Political Science major Yolan- 
da Gonzalez stated her opinion 
on the issue. 

“T leave the snow on my the 
roof of my car. I can’t reach it, it’s 
not my fault.” 

There is no official state law in 
Massachusetts specifically about 
the removal of snow on the top 
of cars, but the state police have 
tuled this as a violation. 

This year, there have been 
signs along the highways warn- 
ing drivers to remove snow or 
risk a $200 ticket. 

“T do the best to clean off my 
car. Though getting a ticket for 
not cleaning it off? I’d put snow 
on top of their car,” says Criminal 
Justice major Eliezer Aras. 

“T think it is a great idea for 
the State Police to act on this and 
start ticketing people. Look what 
happened to me, I wouldn’t want 
that for anyone else,” said Hill- 
net. 

Many people ignore the issue 
of having snow on top of their ve- 
hicles and neglect to think about 
how it’s a common cause of win- 
ter accidents. 

“J clean off my car most of the 


CLEne 
VEHICLES 
OF suey 
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A sign warning drivers to clear vehicles of snow on Route 


3 in Burlington, Mass. 


time. If it’s frozen on there, or if it 
is just a dusting, then no. Ifit is an 
excessive amount, I will always 
clean it off,” says Business Man- 
agement student Steve Pol-Diaz. 

“IT get very mad if they don’t 
clean off their cars, they’re driv- 
ing and it hits mine? I hate that,” 
says Aras. 

Massachusetts has had 12 sig- 
nificant snowstorms already this 


winter, motorists should be get- 
ting plenty of practice removing 


snow, a difficult task in light of 
the freezing rain and low tem- 
peratures. 

If confronted by a motor ve- 
hicle accident on the highway, it 
would be best to dial 911 when it 
is safe. 

Getting out of the vehicle on 
the highway could put the driver 
in harms way by a slidding car 
due to inclement weather. 


FITCHBURG STATE 


OFFERS YOU 


track record 


An education of a private college 
for one-third the cost 


° More than 30 undergraduate 
and 22 graduate programs 


° Average class size of 21 students; 
16:1 student to faculty ratio 


¢ Over 250 Masstransfer and other 
transfer agreements 


e Internships at more than 600 
- companies and organizations 


e Anexcellent job placement 


e Study abroad opportunities 


¢ More than 60 diverse, student run 


clubs and organizations 


¢ Over 28 million in financial aid 


granted annually 


One hour from Boston 
on commuter rail 
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The Liberal Arts and 
Sciences may be an 
undervalued career 


oppor t unity 
By Faira GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

“What employers are telling 
us is that, it’s not your major that 
is that important to us,” said Dean 
Judith Zubrow of Foundational 
Studies, Liberal Arts & Sciences. 
“It’s whether or not you can learn 
from these liberal arts disciplines 
to make a coherent sense of the 
world.” 

The Liberal Arts & Sciences 
program at NECC is working to 
educate students on the benefits 
of a Liberal Arts degree and cre- 
ate a sense of unity among Liber- 
al Arts majors. 

Professor Patricia Machado is 
an economics professor and the 
Liberal Arts program coordinator 
for NECC. 

“One of the goals that we 
wanted to help our students with 
was to dispel the myth of ‘you 
can’t do anything with a liberal 
arts degree.’ We want to show our 
students that there are pathways 
to success, and that you can do a 
two plus two program, two years 
here at Northern Essex and then 
two years at another university or 


Arts & Entertainment 


Value of a Lib. Arts degree a 


college domestically or abroad, 
and that your degree here feeds 
into a bachelor’s in Liberal Arts 
where you can focus on a number 
of different subjects,” said Mach- 
ado. 

‘The Liberal Arts’ is a term 
that embodies multiple disci- 
plines. These include the Hu- 
manities, the Social Sciences, the 
Natural and Physical Sciences, 
and Mathematics. 

The Humanities include the 
arts, languages and philosophy. 
Social Sciences study how peo- 
ple interact with one another in 
areas such as Anthropology, Eco- 
nomics, Political Science, and 


ability work with coworkers and 
clientele of diverse cultural back- 
grounds. 

“Basically, what the Liberal 
Arts program does, is it enables 
faculty and students to bridge 
those different disciplines, so you 
study your field in a broader con- 
text and make it a unified or-co- 
herent whole,” said Zubrow. 

There is a growing miscon- 
ception that it is not practical in 
the 21st century to earn a degree 
in the Liberal Arts. Research by 
the the Association of Ameri- 
can Colleges and Universities 
(AAC&U) and by the Hart Re- 
search Associates state otherwise. 


—¢¢——_——_-_-—————— 


I believe with with all my heart that a true Liberal Arts 


education is the most practical education there is. 


- Fred Lawrence, 
President of Bradeis Universuty 


— 


Sociology. 

Zubrow states that an educa- 
tion in the Liberal Arts works to 
provide students with a wealth of 
valuable workplace skills. These 
skills include innovation, critical 
thinking, communication, com- 
plex problem solving, ethical 
judgment and integrity, and an 


A report from the AAC&U, 
“How Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Majors Fare in Employment,” 
written by Debra Humphreys and 
Patrick Kelly, states that, 

“The liberal arts and sciences, 
in particular, play a major role in 
sustaining the social and econom- 
ic fabric of our society.” 


Top Notch opportunuties 


Everyone has the 
opportunity to be a 
Top Notch Player 


By SaManTHA Dwicut 
Correspondent 

In the top floor of the Spurk 
building in Haverhill, NECC 
has a theater tucked away. In 
the Chester W. Hawrylciw The- 
ater, home of NECC’s Top Notch 
Players. 

Presently, the stage is set in a 
medieval style, white cross hatch- 
ing lines over the redish-brown 
painted house and tower. The 
set designers have paid close 
attention to detail as well, with 
glass window panes installed 
and brown shutters hanging over 
them. 

“Auditions for Top Notch pro- 
ductions are open to all NECC 
students,” said Susan Sanders, 
coordinator of the theatre since 
1985. “Anyone who wants to 
work on sets, costumes, props, 
sound, lighting, stage manage- 
ment, make-up and-or hair design 
or publicity just needs to find 
me.” 

Auditions for the Student-Di- 
rected One-Act Plays are on 
March 30 at 6 p.m. in the theater. 
Sanders comments that these are 
the “Perfect auditions for people 
who just want to try doing the- 
ater.” The directors in the mini 
show are all students in her Di- 
recting class. They wrote their 
10-minute one-acts, both come- 
dies and dramas. 

15 to 25 parts are available, 


$2 


Cheater 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


The Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater is located on the third 
floor of Spurk Building on the Haverhill Campus 


and the set, costumes, props, 
lights, sound and publicity will be 
organized by the directors. 

“First year students often 
have the opportunity to perform 
at NECC, an opportunity often 
limited to third and fourth year 
students at four-year institutions. 
You can also earn college credit 
for stage management and other 
positions in the company,” says 
the summary on the website. 

“I feel like I really like the 
acting program being taught by 
Susan and Jim [because of] the 
techniques they provided,” said 
Anderson Lara, a theater major 
who is in the directing class. “I 
am really grateful to be taught 
by the best. The knowledge they 
gave me I can pretty much apply 


to absolutely everything.” 

“Whether it is having a 70 
year old in Public Speaking, a 
veteran,” said Sanders, “The 
great thing about teaching is that 
I’m always learning from my stu- 
dents.” 

Eugenia Schipelliti, Theater 
and Psychology major with a mi- 
nor in history, is one of the direc- 
tors. She heard about the shows 
when it was brought up in theater 
teacher Jim Murphy’s class. 

“My experience teaching at 
NECC and working with the 
theater students has been almost 
completely positive. We are still 
in touch with many of our former 
students and, in some cases, have 
taught a second generation” said 
Sanders. 


“We're trying to get the word 
out that liberal arts are a really ca- 
reer focused and meaningful way 
of preparing for the world ahead 
of us. Not only in work, but just 
meaningful lives,” said Zubrow. 

Zubrow and Machado are 
working to unify students who 
have already chosen the path of 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

“That is our primary goal, 
to build a sense of connection 
among the Liberal Arts students. 
And we really want them to get 
to know each other because what 
happens is that they are dispersed 
among different classes, and so 
we want to hold future receptions 
where we get to meet our Liberal 
Arts majors on a personal basis, 
beyond the classroom and be- 
yond that short time period where 
you come and meet with us, and 
we advise you on classes to take,” 
said Machado. 

“We want to broaden your 
perspective of what you can do 
with a Liberal Arts degree. So, 
we’re hoping to host one or two 
more receptions this semester... 
and we welcome ideas of how we 
can better connect with these stu- 
dents.” 

Machado welcomes students 
to contact her at pmachado@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


“How THE — HALr 
Loves” 


Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater 
Haverhill Campus 
March 28 and 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
April 3 at 4 p.m. 
April 6 at 3 p.m. 
$10 general admission 
$8 students and seniors 
Preece Try 
CABARET © 


Technology Center 103 
Haverhill Campus 
Thursday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
$5 all admissions 

Preece ti] 
PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE 


Technology Center 103 
Haverhill Campus 
Friday, April 18 at 12 p.m. 
Free admission 
Press ti) 
Stiit Point Dance XLI 


Lawrence High School 
Performing Arts Center 

71 N. Parish Rd., Lawrence 
Friday, April 25 at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 26 at 8 p.m. 
$7 general admission 

$5 students and seniors 
Free for children under 12 


Pop-up show 


Art faculty displays 
their works in the 
Art Space for all 


By FarrH GREGORY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The Art Space hosted an Art 
& Design Faculty Pop-up Show 
from Feb. 24 to March 3 in the 
Bentley Library in Haverhill, fea- 
turing the work of several NECC 
teachers. 

Styles of work included photo- 
gram, oil and canvas, print, spray 
paint, pastel, and 3D art. 

The Pop-up show was the re- 
sult of a cancellation from an 
artist previously scheduled to dis- 
play work. 

“It was Mare Mannheimer’s 
idea. He had a cancellation, so 
the idea of doing a faculty pop-up 
show on the spur of the moment, 
recent work, so we agreed.” Said 
Lance Hidy, who teaches part- 
time at NECC. 

Hidy’s works presented were 
“Trout Fly,” a combination of ink 
jet print, steel, feather, fur, and 
silk, and “Anna Jaques Hospital,” 
an ink jet work. 

Marc Mannheimer is the coor- 
dinator of the Art Space. This is 
his fourth year. 

“The next show is another 
professional show, and then there 
will be a student show, two more 
shows. We always have a student 
show at the end of the spring se- 
mester,” Said Mannheimer. 

Mannheimer also had two 
works on display: “Piazza D’ Aze- 
glio Florence” and “Edinburgh.” 


Both were oil canvas. 

Faculty featured were Dianne 
Pappas, Shar Wolff, Dyan Gu- 
lovsen, Alexis Kochka, Lance 
Hidy, Brian Martin, Mare Mann- 
heimer, Mare Schepens, Biff 
Ward, Ariel Frieburg, and Mi- 
chelle Carter. 

Pictures from the show can be 
viewed on the backpage. 


the world, only second to the 
country itself. It is crucial that 
we, as a college, continue to 
celebrate and foster the many 
cultures that have made their 
way through this seven-square- 
mile community. This is a very 
small, but unique part of the 
globe. Check out the pictures. 
PS: Bring on St. Patrick’s Day. 
-- Joshua Abreu, M.A. 
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Campus Life 


Spring Break just over a week awa 


Students share 


opinions about school 


work over break 
By Karuryn GAGNON 
Campus Life Editor 

NECC students are happy that 
Spring Break is on its way, but 
they are not so happy about the 
work they will be assigned over 
their vacation. 

Vacation is just a few week 
saway, and even with all of the 
snow still on the ground and the 
cold temperatures, students look 
forward to having a week off 
from classes. 

NECC’s spring break will 


this point, “everyone needs one.’ 

Spring Break will be giving 
students time off of classes to do 
what they choose. 

“[’m going to be working,” 
said Austin Walker, a student at 
NECC. He said he enjoys that a 
break is given “from the stress of 


NECCS spring break 
runs from March 16 
until March 23 


school.” 

Other students like him will 
also be spending their break 
working. 

Julia McKinney, a student at 


<< 
It’s a much needed break to students and 


professors. 
- Andrea Gariepy 


9 


begin on March 16 and end on 
March 23. 

“It’s a good break from 
school,” said David Carriere, a 
student at NECC, “Even though 
professors pile on the work any- 


Andrea Gareipy said, “It’s a 


much needed break to students 
and professors.” She believes at 


Platinum 


NECC, said she will use her free 
time by picking up hours working 
at the supermarket deli. 

Carriere will also use Spring 
Break as a way to work more. 

“T am going to start my new 
job” said Carriere “and try to 
catch up on and finish the stuff I 
get assigned over break.” 


Some students are just looking 
to relax. 

“IT am going to spend it sleep- 
ing and relaxing with friends,” 
said Katherine Stone, a student at 
NECC. 

Hannah Buffom says she will 
be using her vacation to spend 
time with her daughter, apply for 
scholarships, and take her permit 
test. 

Even with all of the positive 
attitudes about Spring Break, 
students still expect work to be 
assigned by their professors and 
instructors. 

“No one should be pres- 
sured to get work done,” said 
Gariepy. 

She said that everyone should 
just enjoy it, “because we often 
don’t get a break.” 

McKinney says that vacation 
is, “for students to refuel for the 
rest of the semester.” 

She says that if work or proj- 


Some students prefer 
no work to be given 
over spring vacation 


ects are assigned over the vaca- 
tion that students will return from 
it just as busy and tired as they 
were before vacation. 

“J personally hate it,” said 
McKinney, “I think people are 


sponsor: GQOWANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 


Nie Cs 
SECOND ANNUAL 


AMPS CLASSIC, 
AND FUN RUN 


SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2014 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College's Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


Walkers welcome! 


5K Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $18; 
adults: $25 before April 25; $30 after April 25. Kids’ Fun Run: $10. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more information or to register, 
visit www.campusclassic5k.com or contact Sarah Comiskey at 
scomiskey@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3612 


Photo by Kathryn Gagnon 


Student Christina Hillner hard at work finishing her assign- 
ments in preparation for spring break starting March 16. 


seeing it’s counterproductive.” 

Some students don’t see the 
harm in assignments over break. 
Walker said that he thinks home- 
work is fine, “as long as the work- 
load isn’t so big that it defeats the 
purpose of vacation.” 

“I don’t know why people 
complain about it,” said Nick 
Koutoulous, a student at NECC. 
“It’s usually not much at all in 
comparison to a regular week.” 

Koutoulous believes that as- 
signments over vacation is “a 


necessary thing.” 

He says that it keeps the class- 
es on schedule, and helps out the 
teachers stay on track, which he 
said is something they struggle to 
do even without all the cancella- 
tions the school has been having. 

“Try not to let the homework 
ruin your vacation,” said McKin- 
ney. She said that students should 
enjoy the extra time they are be- 
ing given. 


Winterfest at NECC 


School holds two 
events at once in 
Spurk building 


By RespeccaA WESTERMAN 


Correspondent 

Northern Essex held its 
Mid-Semester Club Fair and Win- 
terfest in the C-Building lobby of 
the Spurk building on Monday, 
Feb. 25. There was free soup and 
snacks, candy, and all the clubs 


The Wellness/Fitness center 
had a bunch of sports equipment 
on their table as well as informa- 
tion about personal training, gym 
hours, and how to get started. 

The free soup and food was 
an added bonus to Winterfest. 
“It?s part of our Winterfest and 
Mid-Semester Club Fair, it’s 
somewhat popular, it’s just not as 
popular as I want it to be,” said 
Dina Brown, Director of Student 
Engagement and New Student 


“The turnout was excellent, and pairing 
with the mid-semester fait increased turn- 
out at both. 

- Colin Dudgeon 


> 


at NECC had tables for people 
to sign up for and spokespeople 
of the clubs to explain what they 
were all about. 

The clubs there were; The 
Wellness/Fitness Center, Amnes- 
ty/Students for a Democratic So- 
ciety, Phi Theta Kappa, Student 
Engagement Center, Student Sen- 
ate, Contemporary Affairs Club, 
Gay/Straight Alliance, and fun 
things like free caricature draw- 
ings and free food. 

“The Wellness/Fitness center 
I’m interested in and the Engage- 
ment Center as well, I box so the 
wellness/fitness appeals to me 
and the engagement center seems 
fun,” said Shane Fulford, psy- 
chology major at NECC. 


Orientation, who was serving 
soup to the students attending. 
A lot of students were milling 
around the lobby signing up for 
clubs and enjoying delicious 
soup. 

The Amnesty International 
and Students for a Democratic 
Society clubs had a table set up 
for information about their clubs 
as well. 

“The turnout was excellent, 
and pairing winterfest with the 
mid-semester fair increased turn- 
out at both. We had at least 50 
new signups at the mid-semes- 
ter fair,” Said Colin Dudgeon, a 
political science major who was 
running the table. 
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OPENING OLD WOUNDS: . 
Slaner teaches Vietnam War 


Course sheds a light 
on an obscure 
moment in U.S. 
history 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


The all-too familiar history 
of America never ceases to in- 
form us of our past. Undoubtedly, 
through its emphasis and repe- 
tition, it cannot help but evoke 
a strong sense of pride, and, of 
course, respect for the sacrifices 
upon which the country was been 
built upon. 

Daily, from burst fire tweets 
on Twitter to overweight text- 
books filled with our nation’s his- 
tory, we're constantly reminded 
of how forthcoming, generous 
and dominant the U.S.A is, and 
always has been. 

Whether it’s first period and 
students across the nation are 
pledging allegiance to the flag, or 
a passing soldier is thanked by a 
civilian for his or her service, red, 
white and blue is a brand seem- 
ingly guileless and in constant 
demand. 

However, rarely, as often lost 
in the recognition of our country’s 
achievements, do we disclose the 
whole story of our past, including 
our involvement in Vietnam. 

Despite being the first tele- 
vised war, people (nowadays, at 
least) know very little about the 
U.S.’s involvement in Vietnam. 
But Stephan Slaner’s Vietnam 
War course aims to change that. 
The course, as described by Slan- 
er, is a survey of the war in In- 
do-China (1945-1975), which be- 
gins with the Viet Minh in World 
War II and concludes with the 
Paris Peace talks and the after- 
math in the 1970s. 

It focuses on interpretations 
of the war itself and its resound- 
ing impact on the United States 
Furthermore, the course explains 
how the Vietnam War tore at the 
fabric of American Society, and 
it examines the transformation of 
its sociocultural identity. 


“Slaner is a rare kind of teach- 
er,” said Josh Alba, a liberal arts 
major. “He engages students with 
stimulating discussion, as op- 
posed to just giving discourses, 
which allows for a good amount 
of critical thinking.” 

To the best of your knowl- 
edge, what do you know about 
the Vietnam war? That’s the first 
thing Slaner asks his students at 
the beginning of the course. From 
minor to major, some sort of an 
idea to no clue, students’ respons- 
es vary. 

“IT thought we were there to 
stop the spread of communism, 
because we didn’t want commu- 
nism to be a rival to our capital- 
ism,” said Steve Surprise, a his- 
tory major. 

Their understanding of the war 
is usually formed, courtesy of 
Hollywood’s special interest and 
therefore support of it, through 
watching films like “Platoon” 
or “Full Metal Jacket.” Or from 
reading Kurt Vonnegut’s most 
notable work “Slaughter House 
Five,” an unorthodox yet satirical 
account of warfare. 

Moreover, let’s not forget the 
most memorable, and highlight- 
ed, aspect of the war, which cap- 
tured the essence and imagination 
of that time: the juxtaposition of 
love and violence. You know, the 


Photo by Everson Taveras 


Students watch one of several films depicting, through dialouge and action, the true 
account of what took place in Vietnam. 


fered every two years) he’ll have 
a student mention the Pentagon 
papers, and how it blew the lid 
off of the U.S’s true involvement 
in Vietnam. The Pentagon papers 
(for those who don’t know) is oc- 
casionally described as the equiv- 
alent of what modern day whis- 
tleblowers like Julian Assange and 
Edward Snowden do as often as 


—e—-->s 


We’re responsible to know what we’ve 
done in the past, so that we can have a 
better future. 

- Stephen Slaner 


a oa 


hippies, the protests, the drugs; the 
amount of soldiers defaced by pro- 
testers upon returning home from 
the war; and sex so casual and fre- 
quent it was arguably considered a 
ubiquitous force of nature. 

That being said, however, it 
always surprises Slaner to find 
that some students have a very 
clear understanding of the war 
and what took place. Occasion- 
ally (because the course is of- 


they safely can: expose govern- 
ment secrets. The Pentagon Pa- 
pers, released by Daniel Ellsberg, 
was published on the front page 
of The New York Times in 1971. 
In addition to revealing bombings 
nearby Cambodia and Laos, coast- 
al raids on North Vietnam, and 
Marine Corps attacks, the Penta- 
gon Papers, according to The New 
York Times, demonstrated that the 
Johnson Administration systemat- 


ically lied, not only to the public 
but also to Congress about their 
involvement in Vietnam. 

“Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat 
it,” said Slaner, a professor of 
global studies. “That’s why these 
wars keep happening, because 
we’re not learning from our mis- 
takes,” 

Through a series of films and 
discussions (and debates, if kept 
cordial), Slaner challenges stu- 
dents to really think about what 
the U.S. was doing in Vietnam, 
and, more importantly, why they 
were there. 

With supplemental material, 
he compares and contrasts what 
was being said about the war, 
and what actually happening in it. 
Moreover, he discusses the ide- 
ology and philosophy behind the 
war throughout the course, things 
such as Marxism, imperialism 
and colonialism, among others. 

Perhaps the most obscure yet 
significant expression of America 
as imperialist came in a speech 
Martin Luther King Jr. delivered 
on April 4, 1967, titled “Beyond 
Vietnam: A time to Break Si- 
lence.” In his speech, King talked 


about the America’s oppression 
against the Vietnamese, and its 
attempts to obscure that truth 
from the American people, so as 
to uphold its revered position in 
the world. 

It is rumored, and often specu- 
lated, that King’s claim of Amer- 
ica as an imperialist led to his 
assassination on April 4, 1968, a 
year, coincidentally, after he gave 
the speech on anti-imperialism. 

“It’s Americans responsibility 
to understand that America acts 
in our name. We’re responsible 
to know what we’ve done in the 
past, so that we can have a better 
future,” said Slaner. 

Unarguably, the Vietnam War, 
in comparison to America’s histo- 
ry, may not have been America’s 
proudest moment, but it was cer- 
tainly one of the most humbling. 
It tested both the nation and how 
the world saw it, how they still 
see it. 

But most importantly, it 
showed what America’s people 


will and will not tolerate, and | 


what we will always stand by to 
protect as a nation of free people: 
the power, freedom and courage 
to uphold the truth. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED! 


Transfer Information Session Dates 
Wednesday, April 30, 5:0O0p.m.-8:00p.m. 
Wednesday, May 14, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 
Wednesday, May 28, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 


Wednesday, June 11, 5:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 


Bay Path 


ollege 


THE NEW AMERICAN WOMEN’S COLLEGE 


TRANSFER 


HERE 


TRANSFER ADMISSION DAYS 


FRIDAY, MARCH 14 


SATURDAY, MARCH 29 


FRIDAY, APRIL 11 
FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
SATURDAY, MAY 3 


e Learn more about academic programs, 
admission and financial aid 


¢ Find out how your credits transfer 


e Enjoy a campus tour 


MCLA 


413 6625410 MCLA.EDU/TRANSFER 
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A look at the President’s 
Day trivia contest 


NECC Presi- 
dent s Day Trivia 
Contest extends 


By SetH DALLAIRE 
Correspondent 


The United States Se- 
cret Service was assigned 
to guard presidents after the 
assassination of which one? 

The answer is Abraham 
Lincoln, but there’s more. 
Following the assassina- 
tion of Lincoln on April 14, 


Todd Lincoln by pulling 
him out of the way of an ap- 
proaching train after he had 
fallen off the train platform. 

Interesting tidbits like 
this inspired NECC profes- 
sors Andy Morse and Rich- 
ard Padova, who have now 
been holding their annual 
Presidents’ Day Trivia con- 
test for five years now, chal- 
lenging students to a battle 
of the wits. 

“This year the theme is 
assassinations,” Morse said, 
“Because of the 50th anni- 


pits. “hax 9 oar oe oe 


This year the theme [was] assina- 

tions because of the 50th anniver- 

sary of the Kennedy assassination. 
- Andy Morse 


ae re TT 


1865, the legislation for the 
Secret Service was found 
on his desk in the Oval Of- 
fice meaning Lincoln had 
the chance to create the Se- 
cret Service before his as- 
sassination. 

What’s even more amaz- 
ing is that Edwin Booth, 
brother of Lincoln’s as- 
sassin John Wilkes Booth, 
saved the life of Robert 


Collaboration 
leads to school 
contest 


versary of the Kennedy as- 
sassination.” 

“He teaches a lot of po- 
litical science courses,” 
Morse said in regard to Pa- 
dova, “And I teach history, 


so we kind of quiz each oth- 
er and that’s how it started.” 

With the two profes- 
sors sharing an _ office, 
many questions get thrown 
around on a daily basis but 
narrow the field down to ten 
come time for the contest. 

“We each come up with 
five questions, and then the 
students have to try and an- 
swer them,” Morse says. 

The two Lincoln facts 
above are indeed both ques- 
tions from this year’s quiz. 
The questions are meant to 
challenge students and test 
their research skills, and 
with free food as a prom- 
ised prize, responses tend to 
flow in. 

“T don’t think we’ve had 
too many this year,” Morse 
said when asked about the 
number of students partici- 
pating, “But sometimes we 
get 20 or 30 -- it depends on 
the situation and how hard 
the questions are.” 


Morse offers 


fabulous prizes 


“This year it might be a 
gift certificate to Tripoli’s” 
Morse said about the prize. 


“It’s usually something ed- 
ible.” 


Peace Poetry returns to 
Northern Essex 


NECC’Ss Peace 


Poetry Contest back for 6th year 


By NECC Newsroom 


What started as one 
veteran’s commitment to 
peace has evolved into 
an annual Peace Poetry 
Contest at Northern Essex 
Community College that 
attracts hundreds and hun- 
dreds of peace-focused po- 
ems from school children 
in the Merrimack Valley 
and beyond. 


NECC Professor of 


English Dr. Paul G. Saint- 
Amand, is a Vietnam-era 
veteran who is committed 
to peace. The Gloucester 
resident never imagined, 
but surely hoped, the event 
would morph into the con- 
test it has become, when he 
it introduced to the college 
six years ago. 

Students in grades kin- 
dergarten through 12, both 
from public and private 
schools, as well as adults 
affiliated with the schools, 
and NECC students, are 


invited to participate in 
Northern Essex’s Sixth An- 
nual Peace Poetry Contest 
and Reading. Participants 
may create and submit 
original poems on the sub- 
ject of peace. 

The deadline for sub- 
mission is Friday, March 
15, 2014. Some 80 poems 
and accompanying artwork 
will be selected for pub- 
lication in a small book 
of poetry to be published 
later in the spring. In addi- 
tion, selected entrants will 
be invited to take part in 
a poetry reading from 6 to 
8 p.m. on Friday, May 2, 
in the Hartleb Technology 
Center on Northern Essex’s 
Haverhill Campus, 100 El- 
liott St. 

Last year’s contest, the 
fifth annual, attracted more 
than 1000 entries from 
more than 48 schools. The 
contest is coordinated by 
Saint-Amand who has been 


teaching at the college for 
seven years and has made 
it his personal mission to 
promote peace. 

“As an educator, I want 
to fuel children’s imagi- 
nations toward peace,” he 
says. “A lot more has been 
written about war than 
about peace.” 

NECC students are col- 
laborating on the project 
and have designed posters 
and award certificates, par- 
ticipated in judging entries, 
and will host the public 
reading. Entries can be 
submitted to peacepoetry@ 
necc.mass.edu or NECC 
Peace Poetry Contest, 100 
Elliott St., Spurk 317H, 
Haverhill, MA  01830- 
2399. 

For additional informa- 
tion contact Dr. Paul Saint- 
Amand at 978-556-3307, 
psaintamand@necc.mass. 


edu 


Page 10 » NECC Observer * March 5, 2014 


Editor-In-Chief 
Track and Field 


meeting held on 
March 5 


New Track coach Rick Brown 
met with students interested in 
participating in track on Wednes- 
day. For those who couldn’t at- 
tend, email Brown at rbrownl@ 
necc.mass.edu or Sue MacAvoy 
at smacavoy@necc.mass.edu to 
learn more about signing up. 


Baseball spring trip 
rapidly approaching 


For the second time in as 
many years, the NECC baseball 
team will travel to Florida during 
spring break to begin their sea- 
son. 

Last year, NECC went to the 
NJCAA World Series. Could 
Florida be lucky for the Knights, 
and play home two the beginning 
of two championship seasons? 


Forbes finishes 
season Sth in 
country in blocks 


Javonte Forbes averaged three 
blocks a game for Northern Es- 
sex. It was such a high number, 
that the center found himself 6th 
in the nation in blocked shots. 

Kurtis Askew, from Passaic 
County C.C., led the nation with 
7.4 blocks per game, but played 
in just 18 games. 


Intramurals ramp up 
for March 


For those not interested in 
playing for a varsity team at 
Northern Essex, intramurals 
might be something right down 
your road. The athletic depart- 
ment will have events throughout 
the month of March. Check out 
the schedule online or grab one 
from the NECC Sport and Fitness 
Center. 


Josh Band in as 
baseball assistant 


coach 


The NECC baseball team has a 
new assistant coach for the 2014 
season in Josh Band. 

Band has professional base- 
ball experience, playing with the 
Fort Worth Rock Cats last season. 

Band is a graduate of Rollins 
College in Florida. He replaces 
Keith Forbes as Jeff Mejia’s as- 
sistant. 


Baseball brings back 
4 All-Region players 
for 2014 


Last season, nine players on 
the NECC baseball team earned 
All-Region honors. This year, 4 
of those players return. 

Zack Beckwith, Jake Rayner, 
Trevor Bouvier and Jonathan 
Dela Cruz are all back with the 
2014 baseball team, and are ex- 
cited to begin the season. 


Shortstop 1S, for 
upcoming season; 
hopes for same success 


By EsTHER NIEVES 
Sports Editor 

For some baseball is just a 
sport, for others it’s everything. 

Trevor Bouvier from Salem, 
N.H. has found something in life 
that he’s grown passionate about 
throughout the years. 

Bouvier picked up his first 
baseball bat at the age of six 
and from then on, as he recalls, 
“Baseball is what my life has al- 
ways revolved around of.” 

Bouvier has shown lots of 
promise at any level of baseball. 


work, making sure our grades are 
up,” said Bouvier. 

Apart from maintaining an 
exceptional GPA and attending 
classes religiously, Bouvier has 
become an essential part of the 
Knights baseball team. — 

Very few players exerted the 
power and strength, which Bou- 
vier did on the diamond this past 
season. 

Bouvier ended the 2013 sea- 
son with four homeruns, 24 RBI, 
five stolen bases, and a .259 av- 
erage. 

Bouvier has established him- 
self as NECC Knights starting 
shortstop. His sacrifices on and 
off the baseball field have created 
the valuable great player that he 


6b 2.25). Wl ee 


Playing at NECC has been awesome. I 


love the team and the coaching staff. 
- Trevor Bouvier 


$55 


After graduating from Salem 
High School, where he played 
all four years as a Salem Blue 
Devil, Bouvier decided to attend 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege where he will obtain an af- 
fordable, great education and still 
pursue his love for the game of 
baseball. 

In his second year at NECC 
as Business Management major, 
Bouvier has managed to stay fo- 
cus on his studies and obtain ade- 
quate grades. 

“Coach Mejia is big on school- 


NECC drops playoff ; game to Bristol 


Knights stung by 
Bees, end season 
with 101-61 loss 


By Matt GINnGRAS 
Editor-In-Chief 

After losing to Bristol Com- 
munity College in the MCCAC 
Championship, the Knights set 
their focus on Mass Bay. 

The Buccaneers were set to be 
the Knights opponent in the first 
round of the NJCAA Region XXI 
Tournament. However, Roxbury 
Community College topped first- 
seed Lincoln College in their last 
game of the season, sneaking in 
to the playoffs as the 6-seed. 

For NECC, that meant another 
battle with Bristol. 

Unfortunately for the Knights, 
the second showing wasn’t anty 
better than the first. It was worse. 

The Knights dropped the con- 
test, 101-61. It marked their third 
loss to Bristol of the season. 

Kyle Sangster hit a 3-point 
shot as the time ran out in the first 
half. After that, the game was all 
Bristol. ~ 

Shane DaRosa, a likely mem- 
ber of the All-Region team, led 
Bristol with 39 points: The point 
guard from Rhode Island also 
had nine assists in the game, con- 
trolling the tough Bristol offense. 

Northern Essex struggled to 


has become. 

Bouvier spends six days a 
week perfecting his baseballs 
skills, whether it be fielding 
grounder balls, swinging the bat, 
or in the gym strengthening his 
body to construct the best short- 
stop NECC can ask for. 

“Playing at NECC has been 
awesome. | love the team and 
the coaching staff. [The] last few 
years we’ve really established 
ourselves as an elite squad,” said 
Bouvier. 

This past season, NECC had 


contain him. On the chance that 
DaRosa was stopped, three other 
Bees players picked up where he 
left off. 

Fawaz Mass (12 points, 10 
rebounds), Kevin Newbry (16 
points, 10 rebounds) and Justin 
McElroy (10 points, 10 rebounds) 
all had double-doubles for BCC. 

Three Knights finished in 
double figures for NECC. Park- 
er Rogers led the team in scoring 
with 12 points, while Kyle Sang- 
ster and Colin Collins each had 
10 for the Knights. 

Although the loss marked a 
brutal end to the Knights season, 
there are several key things that 
NECC can look forward to next 
year. 

The team was composed of 11 
freshmen. If head coach Darren 
Stratton can retain even half of 
them, the 2014/15 Knights will 
be a seasoned group. 

Two of those freshmen are 
the duo from Miami: Peterson 
Morency and Javonte Forbes. 

Morency led the team in as- 
sists, averaging 5.7 per game, and 
also scored 11.5 points-per-game, 
which was second on the team. 

Forbes was the squad’s lead- 
ing rebounder and the regions 
best shot-blocker. Averaging 3 
blocks-per-game, Forbes future 
in basketball is bright. 

While no one will try and say 
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Trevor Bouvier was a big part of NECC’s 2013 season. He’s 
back in 2014, which is good news for the Knights lineup. 


hired a new head coach in Jeff 
Mejia. Mejia has shown that he 
was a perfect fit for the program 
and had all the right components 
to making this the elite squad that 
it has become. 

A few of Mejia’s accomplish- 
ments? Bringing the Knights 
back to Texas for their third ap- 
pearance in the NCJAA Division 
III World Series, ranking top ten 
nationally, and wrapping up the 
2013 season 18-16 overall. 

“It’s been a pleasure play- 
ing for Coach Mejia. He’s a guy 
who’s been around the game for a 
very long time and knows exactly 
what he’s doing,” said Bouvier on 
Mejia. 

Bouvier has aspirations to ad- 


Colin Collins shoots against Bristol College in the MCCAC 
Championship game. NECC lost two playoff games to BCC 


that a 40 point loss is the way a 
team wants to end their season, 
NECC has improved drastically 
in the past two years. 

Their last playoff appearance 
was in 2009. Since then, the team 
hasn’t finished .500. While this 
year’s team still finished with a 
14-16 record, they were 14-14 at 
one point in the postseason. 

This NECC team was fun to 
watch at times. They fought back 
and beat a tough Massasoit squad 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


vance to the highest level he can 
attain as a baseball player. 

Entering his his second year at 
NECC, he’s in hopes to become 
a Business Management transfer 
at UMass Lowell, where he is de- 
termined to earn his River Hawks 
jersey and become part of their 
baseball team. 

His goal this season is to as- 
sist the Knights any way he can 
to make their fourth appearance 
at the NCJAA World Series again 
and continue to establish himself 
as one of NECC key players. 

“I’m just out here doing what 
I love and what I know and I just 
hope all this hard work pays off 
one day,” said Bouvier. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


on Feb. 17. Their playoff match- 
up against Springfield was one 
of the closest games of the sea- 
son. The day after former NECC 
coach Mike Rowinski passed 
away, the Knights topped Rox- 
bury by a point. 

There will be no more bas- 
ketball until November at North- 
ern Essex. When it comes back, 
though, the team will be hungrier f 
than ever. 
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Carmona Says goodbye 


Knights captain ends 
his NECC tenure 
with playoff loss 


By Mart Gincras 
Editor-In-Chief 

There was no storybook end- 
ing to the Knights 2013/14 sea- 
son. 

After earning a bid into both 
the MCCAC tournament and the 
NJCAA national tournament, the 
team dropped two straight games 
to Bristol Community College, 
ending their season. 


successes this season. He was the 
Knights team captain, and while 
he started just eight games, was 
a huge presence on not only the 
court, but the bench as well. 
Carmona averaged 7.1 points- 
per-game in 2013, which was 
nearly three times as much as 
he did in all of 2012. He pulled 
down over five rebounds-per- 
game, which was over doubled 
what he did a year ago. 
Carmona’s season was high- 
lighted by a showing against Rox- 
bury Community College. The 
day after his high school coach, 


Les fs) 


It was a fun ride, I’m going to miss those 


guys a whole lot. 


_ - Neph Carmona 
a a 


» The team still could possibly 
be seen as overachievers. Of the 
12 players who finished the sea- 
son, 11 were freshmen. Only one 
played for the Knights a season 
ago, and that was Neph Carmona. 

“Tt was nice to make it to the 
playoffs, first of all,” said Car- 
mona. “There were a lot of peo- 
ple talking about how we weren’t 
going to make it in New England 
-- we were picked to be last. 
Community college, NECCO, 
small school, nobody really pays 
attention to us.” 

After playing in 19 games last 
year, and starting just two, Car- 
mona was a big factor in NECC’s 


Mike Rowinski, passed away, 
Carmona scored a career high 16 
points. His basket-and-one gave 
the Knights a 70-69 lead with a 
second left, winning the game. 

Rowinski also sent Carmo- 
na in the way of NECC coach 
Darren Stratton. Since arriving 
at Northern Essex, Carmona has 
formed a bond with both Stratton 
and assistant coach Joe Tardif 
that is something special. 

“T’m definitely going to miss 
those guys. I felt it was just yes- 
terday I was playing AAU for 
Coach Tardif. It’s crazy how the 
years just fly by,” said Carmona. 

“I’m not going to be able to be 


a player for them anymore, which 
is kind of sad. It was a fun ride, 
I’m going to miss those guys a 
whole lot. The team, the organi- 
zation, you couldn’t ask for a bet- 
ter two guys.” 

Carmona was proud of the 
progress he and his team made 
this season. He grew close with 
his teammates. 

“T feel bad leaving the guys on 
this team, I almost wish I was a 
freshman so I could be with them. 
It’s going to be tough,” he said. 

“Last year’s team, everyone 
wanted to do something, nobody 
was a team. There was a group of 
guys who had egos and all that. 

“This year’s team, it was sur- 
prising, because it was a group of 
freshmen. It took a while for us to 
get in it, but I felt like we’ve been 
playing with each other for years, 
the chemistry we had,” said Car- 
mona. 

He won’t light up the score- 
board. He won’t make the 
SportsCenter Top 10 list. That’s 
not his game. 

What Carmona will do, how- 
ever, is put all of his effort into 
every minute on the court. He’s 
the type of player that takes more 
pride in team accomplishments 
than individual. 

Wherever Carmona goes next 
year, he says it’s between Fisher 
College (where former NECC as- 
sistant coach Nick Nofi now is) 
and Emmanuel College, is get- 
ting not only a basketball player 
who works hard on the court, but 
a person who works hard off of 
it, as well. 


Softball season inches closer 


Season kicks off this 
month against Dean 
College 


By Marr Gineras 
Editor-In-Chief 

Softball season _ starts 
March 29 at Northern Essex. 

Some might recall last year 
when NECC tried desperately to 
field a team in time for the season 
to start, only to fall short. They 
couldn’t find a coach, couldn’t 
find enough players to flesh out a 


roster and still had an overgrown 
softball field. 


on 


for the school,” said Emily Swar- 
brick, an NECC freshman who 
likely will catch for the Knights. 
“It gives people that aren’t going 
to state colleges to play a sport 
they love.” 

The ladies have been practic- 
ing for about a month — they hit 
the ground running right when the 
spring semester started. The prac- 
tice schedule has been grueling, 
going from Monday to Thursday, 
with a Saturday practice sprin- 
kled in between. “[We’ve done] 
a lot of fielding and technique 
work,” said Swarbrick. 

For Swarbrick and likely first 


I think it’s good for the school, it gives 
people that aren’t going to state colleges a 


chance to play a sport they love. 


- Emily Swarbrick 


8 


Thing are different now. 

In the fall, NECC Athletic Di- 
rector Sue MacAvoy hired a new 
softball coach. Renovations were 
made to the softball field — it’s 
now ready for competition use, 
at least it would be if not buried 
under a foot of snow. The squad 
has a group of girls who are ready 
to get the ball rolling. 

“Very excited. I think it’s good 


baseman Andrea Mezquito, soft- 
ball at Northern Essex isn’t some- 
thing they take lightly. “[I’m] 
very excited, said Swarbrick. “I 
think it’s good for the school, 
any everyone. It gives people that 
aren’t going to state colleges to 
play a sport they love.” 

Mezquito agreed, saying, “I’m 
just excited to have a team going 
and keep playing.” 


They’re coached by Bob 
Gillespie, a new face to NECC. 
Gillespie has 20 years of softball 
coaching experience, which will 
help the team not only this year, 
but if they elect to continue play- 
ing at a four-year school after 
NECC. 

“Coach is awesome, so are the 
assistant coaches,” said Emily 
Swarbrick. “He’s really interac- 
tive -- he’s willing to help peo- 
ple who don’t know how to play 
learn to play. Some of the speech- 
es he gives, he’s very motivated 
and wants to do good. He’s a hap- 
py person.” 

The Knights softball team will 
compete in Region XXI of the 
NJCAA. On their schedule so 
far are teams from the New En- 
gland area, including Massasoit 
Community College (last year’s 
region champion), Dean College 
and also Southern Maine Com- 
munity College, a team which 
plays in the Yankee Small confer- 
ence. 

The season kicks off on March 
29, where they travel to Dean 
College for a double header be- 
ginning at 1 p.m. 

They’re first home game is 
on April 8, where they take on 
Southern Maine at 3:30 p.m. on 
the Haverhill campus. 


Northern Essex Community College 
Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Basketball 


Ryan Grant 


Peterson Morency 


Javonte Forbes 


Ryan Grant 
Javonte Forbes 
Neph Carmona 


Alec Pacheco 


Benjamin Martinez 


Points per game 14.5 


Assists per game off / 
Rebounds per game 6.7 
Steals per game 2.4 


Blocksper game 3.0 
Field Goal Percentage 


3-Point Percentage 


Free Throw Percentage 


Northern Essex Community College 
Men’s Baseball Schedule 


March 15* 
March 16* 
March 18* 
March 19* 
March 23 
March 27 
March 29 
April 1 
April 3 
April 5 
April 8 
April 10 
April 12 


April 15 


@ Rainy River C.C. (DH) 

@ St. Cloud Tech. C.C (DH) 
@ Itasca C.C. 

@ Burlington County College 
@ UConn-Avery Point (DH) 
@ Dean College 

@ Bunker Hill C.C. (DH) 
Eastern Maine C.C. 

@ MassBay C.C. 
Quinsigamond C.C. (DH) 

@ Southern Maine 

Holyoke Community College 
@ Massasoit C.C. 

Bunker Hill C.C. 


* denotes game in Florida 


Knight Spotlight 


Neph Carmona played two seasons at NEcé: an 
big part of this year’s team success. After not making the 
playoffs a year ago, Carmona led a team of freshmen to 
the MCCAC Championship game. : 
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